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1,240 people in Riley County signed up for Nextdoor so far

Meredith Shea
mshea@themercury.com

The Riley County Police
Department seems to have
followed a national trend
whenitreplacedits Neigh-
borhood Watch program
with Nextdoor, an online
social networking site for
neighbors.

Of the 725 public agen-
cies that use Nextdoor
nationwide, more than 500
are associated with police
departments, said Jen-
nifer Burke, Nextdoor
communications manager.

Major police depart-
ments that have partnered

with Nextdoor include St.
Louis, Oakland, Los Ange-
les, San Diego, Phoenix,
Pittsburgh and Houston,
among others.

Since Nextdoor’s Jan. 5
implementation by the
RCPD, the city of Manhat-
tan and Manhattan Fire
Department, 1,240 people
in Riley County have
signed up for an account.
Two hundred and seven-
teenofthoseaccountswere
created between March 8
and April 7.

When the RCPD
announced its partnership
with Nextdoor, 35,000
neighborhoods nation-

wide used the service, said
Matt Droge, RGPD public
information officer.
According tothe Nextdoor
website, Manhattan con-
tributes 32 of those neigh-
borhoods.

The number of accounts
has increased 3 percent
since January, with the
most active neighborhoods
around CiCo Park,
Northview, K-State stadi-
um, south of City Park and
surrounding Aggieville,
Droge said.

“It’s showing great
promise,” hesaid. “Itoffers
another avenue where
community members can

contact us with comments,
questions or concerns
about anything.”

Alternative electronic
means for communication
includethe RCPD’s Twitter
and Facebook accounts,
the Manhattan Riley Coun-
ty Crime Stoppers through
the TipSubmit cell phone
app and online crime
reporting at rileycounty-
police.org/report-a-crime-
online.

Droge said he is pleased
with the rate at which peo-
plein Riley County are cre-
ating Nextdoor accounts.
To offer a comparison, he
said it took around a year

Man arrested near Manhattan
for attempted Fort Riley terror plan
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aweapon ofmass destruc-
tion (explosives), one
count of attempting to
damage property by
meansofanexplosiveand
onecountofattemptingto
provide material support
to ISIL.

Booker was expected
tomake aninitial appear-
ance Friday afternoon
before U.S. DistrictJudge
Daniel Crabtree in feder-
alcourtin Topeka.

Booker is alleged to
have spent months dis-
cussing multiple plans
before deciding on a plan
that involved the execu-
tion of a suicide bombing
mission.

The criminal com-
plaint released Friday
alleges Booker told
another person “that det-
onating a suicide bomb is
his number one aspira-
tion because he couldn’t
be captured, all evidence
would be destroyed, and
he would be guaranteed
to hit his target.” Booker
identified Fort Riley as a
good target, “because the
post is famous and there
are a lot of soldiers sta-

On March 19,
Booker posted,
“Getting ready

to be killed in
jihad is a HUGE
adrenaline rush!!
| am so nervous.
not because I'm
scared to die but |
am eager to meet
my lord.”

plaintalleges.

Booker also allegedly
produced a propaganda
video where he told the
American people to get
theirloved ones out ofthe
military now because
“ThelIslamic Stateiscom-
ing for them.

From inside, whether
it be in their homes,
whether it be on a base
like this, whether it be in
the recruiting stations,

whether it be in tho

The complaint also
alleges that Booker plot-
ted to construct an explo-
sive since March.

Booker was arrested
without incident. He was
being investigated by the
FBI.

“I want to assure the
public there was never
any breach of Fort Riley
Military Base,” FBI Spe-
cial Agent in Charge Eric
Jackson said.

FBI Evidence
Response Teams are exe-
cuting search warrants
related to the case.

If convicted, Booker
would face a maximum
penalty of life in prison.

Booker was expected
to join the Army and
report for basic training
April 7, 2014. But on
March 15, 2014, Booker
publicly posted to Face-
book: “I will soon be leayv-
ing you forever so good-
bye! I'm going to wage
jihad and hopes that i
die.”

On March 19, Booker
posted, “Getting ready to
be killed in jihad is a
HUGE adrenalinerush!!I
am SO nervous. not
because I'm searedta die

lord.”

After the posts, Booker
was interviewed by the
FBI on March 20, 2014.
When he admitted he has
signed up for the Army,
Booker stated that if he
went overseas and was
told to kill a fellow Mus-
lim, “hewouldratherturn
around and shoot the per-
son giving orders,”
according complaint.

Because of his com-
ments, he was denied
entryintothe military.

Booker’s alias, accord-
ing to the complaint, is
Mohammed Abdullah
Hassan.

The investigation was

conducted by the FBI
Joint Terrorism Task
Force, including mem-
bers from the FBI’s
Kansas City Division, the
Topeka Police Depart-
ment and the Kansas
Highway Patrol

The case is being pros-
ecuted by Assistant U.S.
Attorney Tony Mattivi,
Assistant U.S. Attorney
David Smith, and Trial
Attorneys Josh Parecki
and Rebecca Magnone of

the National Security
Nivisian’s Oountartose— o

for the RCPD Twitter
account to gain 1,000 fol-
lowers. Five and a half
years into its creation, the
RCPD Twitter account now
has 9,431 followers.

“We hope it will help
solve some cases, but
what’s more important is
building communication,”
he said.

The police department
also has hosted three
NextCoffee meetings.
Acknowledging that not
everyone in Riley County
hasaccesstoasmartphone
or Internet, Droge said
NextCoffee was created to
give them a chance to com-

municate with the police
department.

NextCoffee is held once
a month at a local coffee
shop. The RCPD invites a
guest speaker to informal-
ly discuss a topic of the
month. So far topics have
included communication,
hazardous materials and
police patrol.

Between five to 10 peo-
ple have attended each of
the three meetings so far.

“We’re not seeing 40 or
50 people show up for cof-
fee,butthat’s not necessar-
ily he plan,” Droge said.
“By design, it’s supposed to
be small.”

Staff photo by Sarah Midgorden
Architecture and design students Diane Cocchiara (cen-
ter)and Beth Krehbiel (right) and K-State Beach Museum
of Artemployee Troy Britt (front) arrange sedum plants
Thursday afternoon at the museum as part of the “Stan
Herd: Cairns on the Beach” exhibit.

How many people won
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